
Athletics in Guernsey in 2023 in 2023 – 

What we want the next ten years to look like for the GIAAC 
 

Over the next few weeks the GIAAC will undertake a consultation on what we want Guernsey 

athletics to look like in 10 years  

We plan to consult as widely as possible with athletes, coaches, supporters of the club and the 

island’s wider sporting community.  

The consultation will build on the work that we undertook with our action plan – Here we go… 

Guernsey athletics to December 2013, where we clearly laid out plans according to various headings: 

Our club – and how we would develop our various sectors such as colts/ juniors/ and the senior 

‘elite’ section 

Our Club representation – and how we could develop our elite athletes to compete nationally and 

internationally and increasing the number of athletes who compete off-island  

Our events – and how we would develop the many events that we already hold 

Our organisation – and how we should develop our coaching and official structures and organise the 

structures of the club (aspects such as staff, funds and Footes Lane) to be most effective in 

supporting our future plans 

We really want to hear from everyone about what our athletics club should look like in the next ten 

years.  

We will use a similar set of headings to shape the consultation but please feel free to raise any issues 

How we will consult: 
We will hold a number of consultation events with various sections of the club - watch out on the 

club website for those details and we will update you on comments/ developments. If you do want 

to send any comments to the club on your thought regarding our future please do contact me at 

president@guernseyathletics.org.gg 
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GIAAC in 2023…. 

We recognise that it’s difficult to envisage the future and sometimes it helps if you have some 

particular practical examples that you might want to think about. To give you a bit of a prompt think 

along these lines: 

In 2023 …… 

…..Our current junior and colt athletes will be reaching their peak as athletes –how should we plan 

to maximise the opportunities for the likes of Utopia Blackwood – 23 in 2023, Michael Mann  27,  or 

Molly Farrell 20 in 2023  

……It will be 20 years since the Island Games in Guernsey in 2003. Footes Lane has been our home 

for much longer than that but what do we want Footes Lane , the home of Guernsey athletics, to 

look like in 2023? 

……It will be 6 years since the world athletics championships in London, 5 years since the Gold Coast 

Commonwealth Games and we will be busily preparing for the 2023Island Games – (even better if 

they were in Guernsey!). What do we want the legacy from those major events to be? 

…… We will be a few years away from the 50th anniversary of the Guernsey Easter Festival – what 

should our events look like in ten years’ time. 

A review of our development plan,’ Here we Go….’ from 2011 to 2013. 
 

We plan to build upon the action plan that we established a few years ago. In that plan we set 

ourselves  22 targets . These ranged from increase in numbers of athletes, improved training 

opportunities, building on the profile of current elite athletes. developing the quality of the club’s 

event programme. We believe that we have met or exceeded 20 of the 22 targets. In particular: 

 Our target was to increase general membership from 364 to 400 – We currently have 476 

members 

 We aimed to increase the number of juniors by 10% to 100 members – We currently have 

126 juniors 

 We aimed to increase the number of quality coaches by 25% (from 20 to 25). We currently 

have 35 qualifed and active coaches 

 We aimed to increase the number of athletes who feature in the top 100 of the Power of 10 

website. In 2011 we had 24 athletes who featured in mainstream outdoor events. Compared 

to 22 in 2013 – injury, retirement(and ageing!) accounts for some of this drop but we will 

monitor this performance – and use other indicators such as the IAAF performance tables. 

There is a promising increase in the entries for Under 15 and Under 17 entries 

 

 



 

Currently we have 470 club members and I know from your involvement in club events and 

conversations with athletes, parents, coaches, sponsors and supporters of the club that you hold the 

club dear and are passionate in helping us achieve our aim of fostering athletics in Guernsey.  

I look forward to hearing your views. 

 

Alun Williams, President of GIAAC 


